
  

COUNCIL MINUTES 

CITY OF PARKER REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, September 14, 2026 7:00 p.m. 

 

The Parker City Council met in regular session on Monday, September 14, 2026 in the council room of City 

Hall.  Members present: Council members: Harms, Erickson, Schulte, Poncelet, Kuchta, and Mayor Buller. 

Absent: Janzen. Other people attending: Finance Officer Jans, Tom Rauenhorst, Austin Clarke, Cameron 

Semmler, Jake Paulsen, Sheriff Glover, Paul Kraft, Christa Timmer, Cullen Kohles, Tanya Wickstrom, Audrea 

Buller, Robb Jensen and Josh Ketcham. Mayor Buller declared a quorum present and called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

All action in the following minutes was carried out by unanimous vote unless otherwise stated.  

  

26.90  Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Kuchta to approve the August 10, 2026 regular meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried.  

 

26.91 Motion by Schulte, seconded by Harms to approve the September claims as presented. List 

attached.  Motion carried.  August salaries: General Fund: $53,276.07.  Enterprise Fund: 

$24,372.63.  Total salaries: $77,648.70. 

 

Sheriff Glover, Electric Superintendent Rauenhorst, Lineman Superintendent Clarke, Development Director 

Paulsen, Engineer Kraft, Engineer Timmer, Engineer Kohles and Finance Officer Jans were present to give 

their monthly report. 

 

26.92 Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Harms to finalize the wastewater facility plan and apply to 

the state water board. Motion carried. 

 

26.93 Motion by Kuchta, seconded by Schulte to finalize the drinking water facility plan and apply 

to the state water board. Motion carried. 

 

26.94 Motion by Harms, seconded by Erickson to approve the first reading of Ordinance #27.01 

Fiscal Year 2027 Budget. Motion carried. 

 

26.95 Motion by Schulte, seconded by Kuchta to schedule a special meeting for September 28, 2026 

at 7:00pm for the second reading of Ordinance #27.01. Motion carried. 

 

26.96 Motion by Harms, seconded by Poncelet to move the October meeting to Tuesday, October 

13, 2026 starting at 7:00pm. Motion carried. 

 

Council Concerns: Poncelet stated he was approached by the Turner County DSS regarding the use of the 

community building for the monthly food giveaway. Schulte questioned streetlight poles and 

abandoned/inoperable vehicles.  

 
RESOLUTION 26.0914.01 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 25.0908.02 A RESOLUTION AMENDING CITY WATER 

RATES AND TO APPROVE A SURCHARGE APPLICABLE TO USERS OF THE CITY’S WATER SYSTEM 

WHEREAS, The Parker City Council believes that it is necessary and in the best interest of the City of Parker, in 

order to pay all costs for the operation and maintenance of the water system, to amend the rates for the sale of water 

provided by the City of Parker; and 

WHEREAS, Section 8.0103 of the Parker Municipal Ordinances gives the Parker City Council the authority to 

revise water rates by Resolution of the Parker City Council; and 

WHEREAS, the City has determined that it is necessary to make certain modifications and improvements to the 

City’s water system; and 

WHEREAS, in order to pay for a portion of the cost of such improvements, including engineering costs, legal and 

financing costs, and other costs related to the Drinking Water Improvement Project (C462026-02), Drinking Water 

improvement Project (C462026-03), Drinking Water Improvement project (C462026-04), Drinking Water 



  

Improvement project (C462026-05), and Drinking Water Improvement project (C462026-06), the City Council has 

determined that it is necessary and advisable to adopt a surcharge pursuant to SDCL 9-40-15 (the “Surcharge”) to 

repay the costs associated with the Project, including but not limited to the pledging of the Surcharge to the South 

Dakota Conservancy District in order to finance the Project (the “Bonds”). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Parker City Council that Section 1; subsection 2, subsection 3, 

subsection 4, and subsection 5 will be added to read as follows:  

SECTION 1.  The water rate structure will be as follows: 
1. Each resident and commercial customer shall pay a minimum monthly fee of Thirty-six dollars ($36.00) plus six dollars 

and forty cents ($6.50) per cubic unit of water used per month. A cubic unit is equal to 100 cubic feet, or 748 gallons. 

2. Two dollars and fifty-five cents ($2.55) of the minimum monthly fee shall be classified as the Surcharge for the 

Drinking Water Improvement Project (C462026-02), one dollar and twenty cents ($1.20) of the minimum monthly fee 

shall be classified as the Surcharge for the Drinking Water improvement Project (C462026-03), five dollars and thirty 

cents ($5.30) of the minimum monthly fee shall be classified as the Surcharge for the Drinking Water Improvement 

project (C462026-04), twelve dollars and twenty-five cents ($12.25) of the minimum monthly fee shall be classified as 

the Surcharge for the Drinking Water Improvement project (C462026-05), and eleven dollars ($11.00) of the minimum 

monthly fee shall be classified as the Surcharge for the Drinking Water Improvement project (C46206-06). The 

Surcharge rates shall be subject to adjustment from time to time by resolution of the City as necessary to repay the 

Project financing, in accordance with any loan agreements to be entered into the by City of and the State of South 

Dakota Conservancy District. 

3. The revenues collected from the Surcharges shall be segregated from all other funds of the City and shall be pledged 

to secure the Bonds and shall be used for no purpose other than for repayment.  The Bonds shall be payable solely 

from and secured solely by such segregated revenues, and not form the general revenues of the Drinking Water 

System to make payments on the Bonds, but any moneys so advance shall be repaid from Surcharge collections 

within one year of the date of such advance.   

4. The Surcharges shall automatically expire without the necessity of further action of the city upon retirement or full 

defeasance of the Bonds. 

5. This Resolution is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and support of the 

municipal government and its existing institutions and shall take effect immediately upon the passage and publication 

thereof pursuant to SDCL 9-19-13. 

 

SECTION 2.  This rate change is effective beginning with the October 1, 2026 bills, due October 20, 2026. 

 

Adopted this 14th day of September 2026. 

 

Robbi Buller, Mayor  ATTEST: Adam Jans, Finance Officer 

 

26.97 Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Kuchta to approve the preceding resolution as presented. 

Motion carried.  

 
City of Parker 

Resolution 26.0914.02 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION TO THE SOUTH DAKOTA 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WHEREAS the City of Parker desires assistance from the South Dakota Department of Transportation – 

Transportation Alternatives Program for the purpose of reconstructing Main Avenue from Railroad Street 

to 6th Street; and 

WHEREAS the City Council hereby commits to the continued maintenance and operation of the path; and 

WHEREAS the City Council hereby commits local match of not less than 18.05 percent of the project; and 

WHEREAS the City Council acknowledges its responsibility to secure right-of-way or easements for construction. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Parker City Council hereby authorizes the filing of a grant 

application, including all understanding and assurances contained therein, for the Transportation 

Alternatives Grant Program, and hereby authorizes the Mayor to (sign?) seems like you’re missing a noun 

here  in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required. 

 

Adopted this 14th  day of September, 2026. 



  

Robbi Buller, Mayor    ATTEST: Adam Jans, Finance Officer 

 

26.98 Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Harms to approve the preceding resolution as presented. 

Motion carried. 

 

26.99 Motin by Schulte, seconded by Harms to purchase 520 N Main Avenue contract for deed for 

$115,000.00; $50,000 down and the remainder payable in 2027. Poncelet abstained. Motion 

carried. 

 

26.100 Motion by Harms, seconded by Poncelet to approve the rezone of Lot 12 Blk 3, Sanborn’s 

Addition to the City of Parker, also known as 350 N Cedar Avenue, from Residential to 

General Business. Schulte abstained. Motion carried. 

 

26.101 Motion by Kuchta, seconded by Poncelet to approve Border States Electric as the low bidder 

for the 115 kV Substation Circuit Breaker with the 5-year warranty for $174,188.00. Motion 

carried. 

 

26.102 Motion by Schulte, seconded by Kuchta to approve the DSG Substation Engineering 

Agreement; Task Order 4, Amendment #2. Motion carried.  

 

26.103 Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Harms to approve the 2027 Law Enforcement Agreement. 

Motion carried.  

 

26.104 Motion by Poncelet, seconded by Schulte to go into executive session at 8:14pm for the 

purpose of discussing personnel, consulting with legal counsel, and other matters in 

accordance with SDCL 1-25-2. Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Buller declared out of executive session at 8:38pm.  

 

26.105 Motion by Schulte, seconded by Poncelet to adjourn at 8:39pm. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Robbi Buller, Mayor               Adam Jans, Finance Officer 

 


